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Tarrant County

Yors Worth, Texas

Dear 8Sir: Opinion Ro. 0=527%

gty is not au ¢-rizcd
ad \gounty funids to pay
\ members of Tarrant
mile Depertment in
Y national convenfions.

Yeur reque 3 hag bean recelved and
oarefully conaidered by th : : ‘ e quote froa your

. Cp as to the legaliity

86 of membders)of the Tarrant County

National Conventions,
u that we can appropriate

e I would sppreciate very much

\\\i:b ijgi)r = 11 Texas Jurisprudence, pages 563-4-5,
as foll

\\m_:/QOQBtltl, being eomponent paris of the
state, have nc¢ power or duties except those whiah
are olearly sed forth apd defined in the eonstitu-
sion and statutes, The statultes have olearly de~-
fined the powers, prescridbed the duties, end impossd
the liabilisies of the commissioners' courts, the
medium through whioh the different ocounties ast,
and rrom thess statutes must oome all the anthority
vestod in the ocounties. ., . .
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*« + « Oommissioners' courts ares courts of
limited jurisdiotion in thas their awt hority ex-
tends only to matters pertaining to0 the general
welfare of their respective counties and that
said powers are cnly thoze expresaly or impliedly
oonferred apon thea by law, that is, dy the ¢on-
stitution and statutes of the state,"

An offiocer milnot- ¢laim or reacsh any money with-
out a law authoriziag hlm to 40 so, and olearly affixing the
smount %o whioh he is entitled, 34 Texas Jurisprudenss, p.
511} Duelos v, EHarris County, 298 8, W, AL7; Binford v,
Rodinson, 244 S, W, 807,

This department has repeatedly held that ocomgission-
ers' oourts have no autherity to expend county funds to pey
expenses of county offisials in tttendlni eonventions besause
same is not “oocunty vh ss® and there 1is no statutory or
oonstitutional authority to pay same, See Conference Opinion
No, 2018, dated April 2, 1919, wristen by Honorable Joha
Maxwell, Assistant Attorney General, recorded in Vol. 52,
pages 562+3-4, Confqrenee Opinions of the Attorney General
o axas, ’

Opinion Ro. 0-810 of this department helds that ex-
penses of attending officers' oonventions are not necessary
in the proper and legal oconduot of county offices and that
comnmigssioners' cocurts have no aithority to expend county
funds for such purposes,

Opinion No. 0-2217 of this depariment holds thet
payment of the traveling sipenses of a oommigsioners' oourt
in attending a meeting of the State Highway Commission with
referense to designation and letting of contracts on state
highways s an 1llegal expenditure.

Opinion Ro, 0«4A83 of $his department bolds that
& county ocsnnot legally pay the expenses of a ocounty official
or en individual whieh were incurred in attending oivilian
defense meetings, and P, B, I, oivilian defense sakools.

Opinion No, 0«4827 of this depariment holds, among
other things, that the commlasioners' ocourt of Dellas Couaty
was not authorized to expend oounty funds for payment of
traveling expenses of the sounty judge to attend a national
sivilian defense convention held ia Californis,



Honoradls 7, M, Willisma, Page 3}

Article 35142b, Vernon's dnnotated Texms Civil 3tat-
utes, deals with Jaﬂmﬁ.. of ffaers in coasties of 320,000

ané pot lesa than 220,000 iaxaditants, (applicadle to Tarrant
County-~population 223,521, aveording to the 1940 Felersl
census j~~this artiele, howsvey, does not authorize the ecm~
niesioners' court of '!'nrmt County to expsnd eouaty funds

in ashd of traveling exponses of the Juvenlls departmens
iz attending conventions,

¥e have not Tound mny statute or other suthorisy
aathorining the paymet by Tarrent County of ths expenses
inguired adout.

It is our opinion that the commissioners' sourt of
Tarrant County is not authorized to exyend oounty funds for
the purposes inquired about,
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